Collections Group Meeting
September 15, 2011
Room 308, Center for Library User Education (CLUE)

Agenda Items
Building update
Work has progressed independently on the FEMA build back and hazard mitigation project since library representatives reconvened with the project’s managers and architects last month following FEMA approval of a schematic design for the planned 5th and 6th floor addition to the H-TML building.   Over the past month engineers have been reviewing the site surrounding the building in preparation for devising a plan to stage the cranes, equipment, and materials that will be required for construction to eventually begin.   Meanwhile, we have been working with the architects to determine actually how much shelving, in linear feet, is available in the approved design and what if any aspects of the shelving layouts can still be modified.   

Latin American Library Open House
The 7th Annual Open House and Book Sale at The Latin American Library will be held tomorrow, Friday, September 16, from 1 to 4pm.  This is an annual event to greet new Latin Americanist faculty and students and welcome back old friends.  Part of the exhibit for the open house this year will feature selections from the collection of Merle Greene Robertson, an art historian, archaeologist, lecturer and researcher well known for her work relating to pre-Columbian Maya civilization in Central America.  She was also an important friend of the library and she passed away in April.   

ASERL Cooperative Journal Retention project
Tony Bremholm has identified five Math titles that we plan to submit as an entry into this collaborative project.  See http://www.aserl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/ASERL_Journal_Retention_Agreement_FINAL.pdf

Consortia
Hayden Battle described the major consortia through which we offer reciprocal patron borrowing and through which we separately share resources in partnerships with other libraries using interlibrary loan.  The following are the primary examples of reciprocal patron borrowing that we offer to our users.   All involve our library issuing special cards to eligible Tulane users who request them at our circulation desk. 
1. TU/LU:  This is a cooperative project between Howard-Tilton Memorial Library and the Morrow Library at Loyola University of New Orleans that provides undergraduate students at Tulane and Loyola with borrowing privileges at both universities' libraries.
1. LALINC:  LALINC stands for Louisiana Academic Library Information Network Consortium and includes public and private academic libraries in Louisiana.   LALINC has a reciprocal borrowing program through which graduate students and faculty may borrow resources onsite.   
1. OCLC Reciprocal Faculty Borrowing Program: This program provides faculty with borrowing privileges and on-site access to the collections of other participating academic research libraries. For a list of participating institutions see: http://www.oclc.org/membership/advisorycommittees/profile8.htm

Hayden also described the ways in which we use consortia membership programs such as ones offered through LOUIS, KUDZU, and the Center for Research Libraries (CRL) to obtain the majority of the materials obtained from other libraries through interlibrary loan.

Center for Research Libraries
The Center for Research Libraries (CRL) is an international consortium of university, college, and independent research libraries and it functions as a cooperative repository for a variety of specialized research collections.  Howard-Tilton Memorial Library is a member of this consortium and as a result Tulane students and faculty can borrow from the CRL's approximately five million newspapers, journals, dissertations, archives, government publications, and other resources for research and teaching.  Most of the materials acquired and held by the CRL are from outside the United States and many are from the emerging regions of the world: Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Latin America.  Tulane students and faculty are able to use these rich source materials through interlibrary loan of physical items in the CRL and electronic delivery of CRL materials that have been digitized.  To find materials held by the CRL users search its catalog at http://www.crl.edu . To borrow materials located at the CRL, students and faculty request CRL materials through Howard-Tilton Memorial Library's interlibrary loan service.

IR/data curation 
The plan prepared by the library in partnership with Technology Services to support NSF, NIH, or other requirements for providing dissemination, access, and storage for intellectual content produced through grant-funded research was submitted to the provost in August.  The plan has components for both an institutional repository (for dissemination and access) and data curation (for long term storage).   There is now interest in pursuing outside funding for at least some parts of plan through a statewide initiative organized out of the Louisiana Optical Network Initiative (LONI) a state-of-the-art fiber optics network connects Louisiana research universities (as well as some in Mississippi).   More developments in the plan are expected later this month. 

Recovery Center
We looked at some charts that illustrate the many separate projects that are or have been part of our recovery efforts.   The projects are represented on the charts as squares; the green squares represent projects completed while those colored red/orange represent ones still active.  See attached.

Howard-Tilton Memorial Library Emergency Information blog
It’s still Hurricane season so the group was reminded about the Howard-Tilton Memorial Library Emergency Information blog at http://htmlemergency.blogspot.com .  The blog has info about the library’s storm-related plans and is also intended as a two-way communication tool that may be useful as a means of providing updated library-related information during evacuation periods.   It also has links to general university emergency planning and hurricane-related info. 

SearchAll progress
The “beta” tag next to SearchAll’s logo on the library web site will be removed when our Primo implementation has reached the point at which further refinements and tweaking can safely be done by our staff rather than the Ex Libris technicians working on our initial set-up.   That point is very close with only a few bugs to be worked out and a review of requested fixes still to be completed, explained Pat Vince, chair of our implementation task group.  Meanwhile, the group has moved forward with its marketing plans (including general student and faculty email announcements), workshops, and other initiatives.  Response to SearchAll has so far generally been good. 
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