Collections Group Meeting
February 17, 2011
Room 308, Center for Library User Education (CLUE)

Brief Items
Spend, spend, spend
As a group we are about a month behind on our usual target midyear spending goal for discretionary book funds, a position better than last month’s, but still potentially problematic as we approach the home stretch in the FY11 spending period.  Bibliographers were urged again to place more firm orders against their book funds and to try in the next month to catch up, which would avert the need for any drastic adjustments aimed at reducing the potential amount of money encumbered for orders that might not be received before the fiscal year roll over.

Building update
The project kickoff meeting for the restarted FEMA build back and hazard mitigation project was held as planned on January 28.  There the principals involved (architects, engineers, consultant project managers, and the principal parties from Tulane) reconvened, restated their basic objectives, and the discussion focused on an establishment of strict protocols for communication between all parties.  The preliminary projected time line for project was reviewed (and it was basically as summarized for last month’s Collection Meeting).   The meeting ended with a discussion led by the architects of some very basic considerations in conceptualizing the exterior of a two-floor addition to the H-TML building.   [A meeting that began to focus specially on library program requirements and shelving matters was held yesterday afternoon.] 

Discovery tools
Last March we formed an ad hoc group to examine and make a recommendation on web scale discovery tools (including Summon, Primo, and the EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS).  The group determined near the end of the spring  semester, based on its examination, that the products were largely still in a developmental stage.   It  decided to let them percolate over the summer and fall, and planned to convene again after the 1st of the year to take another look.   And, in the meantime we were to experiment with the Primo Central Knowledge base via MetaLib, an option which apparently has been slower in coming from Ex Libris than anticipated.   We’ll likely reconvene this group soon with a charge and time frame to be reviewed by the admin group. 

YBP update
Lindsey Miller Escarfuller reported that large approval shipments from YBP have been regularly arriving on schedule.  This has produced broad samples of these books on our review shelves and therefore good opportunities for bibliographers to see them in batches where the need for profile adjustments might be apparent. 

University data profiles
We looked at a number of data types to be distributed to bibliographers that can be used to form a clearer sense of the current academic profile of the university as well developing trends, all of which may inform decisions about collection development.   These data types include student enrollment by major, summary faculty counts, numbers and percentages of courses taught by full time faculty as opposed to part-time faculty and by program, current degree program and major lists, and degree program “sheets” that detail which specific courses are required within each major. 

Climate update
The heating units planned to provide heating capability on two of the H-TML’s temporary HVAC system’s eight towers were installed and connected to temperature sensors inside the building.  But testing them during last week’s cold spell showed that alone they do not produce enough heat when outside temperatures are below, say, about 40 degrees.  Facilities Services now has a plan to direct air warmed by dehumidifier units attached to adjacent towers through the heater units to produce a “pre-heating” effect.   Since our weather is already warming for spring, we may have to wait until next year to see if that plan will work.  

Recovery Center update
We are awaiting only the final invoice for the Recovery Center Acquisitions project and the Foreign Language and Backlog Cataloging project has only about 130 items still in the pipeline, of about 16,000 at its start.  Recovery Center activity is now narrowing its focus primarily to government documents and special collections.  

Data curation and NSF
Beginning January 18, 2011, grant proposals submitted to the National Science Foundation (NSF) must include a supplementary document of no more than two pages labeled "Data Management Plan" (DMP) .  This supplementary document should describe how the proposal will conform to NSF policy on the dissemination and sharing of research results (see http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf11001/aag_6.jsp#VID4).  Since researchers affiliated with Tulane currently hold some $22 million in research grants from NSF, the new requirement has heightened the need for a Tulane institutional repository and one that affords a data curation option for projects not supported by an existing data repository.   Library representatives have met on this topic with the provost and represents from Technology Services, the School of Science and Engineering, the Office of Research, and the Office of Academic Affairs.  At a minimum, institution-based data curation would require a server space commitment from TS and two as-yet unbudgeted professional library positions to manage and facilitate access to these research data. 

Scopus trial 
The Matas library is still hosting its trial of Scopus, a citation-analysis A&I database that Matas librarians are considering for FY12.  See http://tulanemataslib.blogspot.com/2011/01/scopus-database.html

Main Business

Interlibrary Loan
Head of Access Services Hayden Battle will be providing bibliographers with lists of the books and articles obtained for Tulane library users via Howard-Tilton library’s interlibrary loan service.  The group discussed the content and format of these lists and Hayden provided an overview of both our borrowing and lending services as well as their relationship to measures used for replacement of lost books and journal issues. 

ILL book and journal request lists have traditionally been useful tools for bibliographers as one means of identifying specific collection demands. 
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