Collections Group Meeting
May 19, 2011
Room 308, Center for Library User Education (CLUE)

Brief Items

FY11/FY12 materials budgets 
Following the final deadline of May 4 for bibliographers to hand in orders to acquisitions staff, the staff is working to process these remaining orders and we have begun the annual process of scooping up balances that we will clear out with big ticket purchases.  We are on track to spend the $7,049,000 allocated for collections materials for FY2011, as promised.  Thanks goes to everyone who worked very hard on building our collections as well as processing and cataloging these collections this year.   We will soon have our work cut out for us again, as next year will have promised to spend $7,443,926 toward the same goal.

Big tickets 
In this annual cycle, big ticket requests from bibliographers have been collected and ordered in spreadsheet tabs corresponded to broad categories such as Humanities, Sciences, and Social Sciences for acquisitions.   Once the orders are placed a final list of big ticket tickets acquired will be distributed. 
 
Data curation update
We went ahead with the “Lunch and Learn Workshop” discussed last month and at which a representative from Bepress was to describe to faculty how other institutions have incorporated data curation into their institutional repositories, and how specifically this might work through the Digital Commons IR platform hosted by Bepress.   The session was held on Tuesday, May 10, and was successful in drawing more than 30 faculty members.  The presentation itself turned out to be rather unfocused, which hopefully will not harm our good intent.  Faculty feedback was generally positive.  Next, Lance will likely re-propose our plan for IR/data curation to the university administration early next month.  Meanwhile, Laura Levy, Tulane’s VP for Research, recently distributed to faculty guidelines for data management plans now required by the National Science Foundation (NSF) for its grant applications.  Her document notes that Tulane presently lacks an institutional repository but says that the library is working to address this gap.

Recovery Center update
We are working on scope revisions for all three primary Recovery Center projects, having established open channels of communication on this effort with Tulane Capital Projects (our liaison with FEMA) and the LAC Group.  Last month we determined that the Recovery Center’s H-TML Processing, H-TML Cataloging, and Jones Hall Processing projects have each now or are projected to exceed the maximum number of items handled as the projects are currently approved and that they would each likely need to be “re-versioned” or resubmitted through FEMA for major changes primarily related to expansion of scope.   None of the projects are now in imminent danger. 

Building update
The 3rd floor Library Study Commons project announced last month is now underway and still projected to be finished by July 1.  The 1st phase removal of furniture began just a bit later than planned, which pushed back the start of the electrical work.  A new target date for the arrival of the furniture has been set for June 27.    The furniture vendor says it will send a larger crew to speed up the assembly and installation work. The Library Study Commons project will replace all the 1960s-era furniture on the 3rd floor  with new, modern pieces similar in style to the furniture in the Learning Commons on the 1st floor but designed for individual study and less so for group activities.  It will also upgrade electrical power on the 3rd floor to provide outlets adjacent to nearly all 232 new user seats planned.   Meanwhile, university representatives began two weeks ago the process of presenting to FEMA the schematic designs for the FEMA build back and hazard mitigation project that would add two floor to the H-TML building.  

Main Business

Discovery Tools Task Group 
Kate Montgomery reported that the Discovery Tools Task Group has completed its work and will formally recommend  to the library administrative group that the library acquire Primo from Ex Libris as a web scale discovery tool.  Primo was judged to be the best fit for Tulane among the competing options because of its integration with our other ExLibris services already including Voyager, SFX (our open URL link resolver,) and Metalib (our federated search engine and databases list).   Moreover, the library was able to acquire Primo in a package bundled with the innovative upgrade of moving all of its Ex Libris services to the company’s new cloud hosted environment, though which these services would run faster and more efficiently with relatively seamless updates.   Cloud hosting would eliminate the need to maintain these services on local servers operated by Technology Services.   Pat Vince pointed out that the Library Information Technology Task Group’s Environmental Scan this past year identified how relying on a variety of locally maintained servers had exposed library data to  numerous vulnerabilities.  Before exploring cloud hosting with the Ex Libris, the library was poised to purchase expensive new hardware to address some of these issues, but still scrambling.  With clouding hosting, many of these issues will now be resolved.   Also, acquisition of Primo will eliminate the need for the library to proceed with testing alternate discovery layers such as VuFind that would provide faceted search and a new look for the catalog—since Primo will handle this very well.  

Members of the Discovery Tools Task Group included Lewis Cartee, Dave Comeaux, Donna Cook, Jennifer Corbin, Andy Corrigan, Mary Holt, Paul St-Pierre, Pat Vince, and Kate Montgomery (Chair).  For more information see http://libguides.tulane.edu/tudiscoverytools.

This week the library is finalizing its package agreement with Ex Libris.   The agreement is expected to cover five years and in it the library will get direct-access cloud hosting of Voyager, Primo and Primo Central (discovery,) SFX, MetaLib, and the bX Recommender Service (which we will integrate into Primo).  For more information about Primo see http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/PrimoOverview
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