Collections Group Meeting
March 17, 2011
Room 308, Center for Library User Education (CLUE)

Brief Items
Spend, spend, spend
Final book order deadline:  Wednesday, May 4

FY12 budget update
We have just received word of a lump sum increase amount for FY12 from the provost’s office.   This year the increase will be distributed among the Howard-Tilton library, the Matas library, and the collections portion of the Turchin business library.  Early indications are that the increase while not nearly what was requested will be enough to cover inflation and a few other high-priority items, which is still very good.

Discovery tools task group reformed
For information on the group, its task, and its progress see http://libguides.tulane.edu/tudiscoverytools . Members include Kate Montgomery (chair), Lewis Cartee, Dave Comeaux, Jennifer Corbin, Donna Capelle Cook, Mary Holt, Paul St. Pierre, Pat Vince, and Andy Corrigan

YBP update
Lindsey Escarfuller-Miller reported that things are going well with steady YBP book shipments.   After a brief (24-hr.) loss of full service last week, full access to GOBI was restored.  Apparently, our access was considered a “trial” and a small annual fee was required to make it secure. 

Serials lists and standing orders
Over the past couple of months, a variety of data have been distributed to bibliographers as information to consider in their collection development work:  student data, faculty data, interlibrary loan data.   Pre-Katrina the most common data distributed were title lists of serials and standing orders by subject reporting line and pulled from the Voyager database.   Since that time these serials title lists have been harder to compile from Voyager in a way that might accurate reflect the journals we own to support a particular subject.  Today many if not most journals are purchased as part of large packages often without individual order records in Voyager for each title.  Over the next couple of months we will make an effort to distribute these serials and standing order lists again, but for more accurate journal lists, we were explore other options alternative to Voyager such as pulling owned title information from SFX.  

Climate update
Spring, like fall, typically as been a difficult season during which to control the interior climate of the H-TML.   This spring will no doubt be the same, since in practice we now know that the new “automated” controls for the temporary HVAC system are not entirely sufficient to accurate adjust for cold, hot, or humid spots in the building.  Meeting attendees were reminded that varying outside day time and night time temperatures that are common in the spring affect the interior climate, because the temp system blows in treated outside air.  We anticipate that the interior temps and humidity will stabilize in the more predictable summer season ahead. 

Recovery Center update
Cataloging of the restored gov docs has begun and all former NOPL gov docs are now unboxed and sorted on shelves in the Recovery Center.  The former NOPL gov docs will be cataloged too. 

Suggest a Purchase Form 
We’ve noticed that library staff members occasionally use the purchase suggestion form on the library web site.  Staff members should note that suggestions from the form are considered by bibliographers literally as suggestions, and these are received from varied sources affiliated with Tulane and otherwise.  Staff members and others with stronger recommendations are encouraged to contact bibliographers directly.   For a list of collections contacts by subject area see http://library.tulane.edu/collections/contacts . 

Big tickets
Bibliographers should submit big ticket requests by Wednesday, April 27.  Big tickets are one-time expense items costing more than $500 individually and are purchased from end-of the year money and endowed funds reserved for this purpose.  In past these have included non-subscription digital collections but no format restrictions apply.  

Other
Pat Vince described the new help desk software and related practices that the Library IT Department (Systems and Web Services) is implementing to better support library technology and expedite help.  Librarians and library staff seeking technology assistance with computer equipment or technology projects should now send an email to libsupport@tulane.edu and describe the request.  A ticket number will be assigned by the software and the requester will then receive an acknowledgment that a request for assistance has been received.  Dependant on the type of request, the appropriate Library IT staff members will be then assigned to the ticket, which can be tracked until the request is resolved. 

Main Business

FEMA build back and hazard mitigation project 
This project has been progressed steadily over the past month in meetings among the architects, engineers, consultant project managers, and the principal parties from Tulane and in working contacts between the architects and the library.   While still early in the project’s schematic design phase, it is clear that there have been no delays so far and in this sense the project is progressing on schedule.  Indeed a lot of complex ground has been covered thus far. 

In this part of schematic design phase the focus has been on square foot dimensions and linear feet of shelving from the former basement spaces to be built back.  With these data identified, the architects must apply current construction codes, ADA (Americans with Disabilties Act) code, and other modern requirements to the same spaces.   As a result the spaces to be built back will have different dimensions than before and in many instances the differences may be dramatic.    At our meeting we reviewed some examples of this and discussed the challenges the architects will eventually face in dividing these spaces between two new floors.  As a further challenge, the two floors may very likely have separate load capacities with only the planned 6th floor capable of carrying heavier loads than the building’s existing lower floors and that could accommodate compact shelving.   That’s because the floor of the planned 5th level already exists as the building’s current roof, which at present has the same standard load capacity as the existing lower floors.   
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